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5401 South Calhoun Street
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Computer Use and Internet Policy
Psalm 25:4 Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.

Computer Resource Policy

Every member of our school from teachers to staff and students has two basic rights concerning computing - privacy and a fair share of resources. It is unethical to violate these rights. All users, in turn, are expected to exercise common sense, decency, and a Christian attitude with regard to the appropriate use of our school's computers and technological equipment.

The use of computers is an integral part of the education and ministries at Lutheran South Unity School. We provide computer training and Internet access to promote educational excellence as a basis for personal development through which we can become an effective witness for Jesus Christ and strive to accomplish His Will for us. The following guidelines provide a general outline of acceptable and unacceptable use of computers and the Internet at Lutheran South Unity School.

Users

Elementary School (K-5) Students  

· Elementary students are allowed to use communications technology using a student log-in. This type of user log in allows the student access to instructional software and data files.

· Elementary students are not allowed access to the Internet at school unless supervised by a teacher. Internet access is limited to sites designated by the teacher.  

· Elementary students will not be given direct access to electronic mail, Internet mail or instant messaging. E-mail for elementary students will only be received in a supervised account for a specific school-related purpose. Students may not access personal Internet e-mail accounts on school equipment.

Middle School (6-8) Students

· Middle school students are allowed to use communications technology using a student log-in. This type of user log-in allows student access to instructional software and data files.

· Middle school students are only allowed to access the Internet under the direct supervision of a teacher, instructional aide or other trained adult volunteer.

· Middle school students are allowed to pursue Internet searches.

· Middle school students will not be given direct access to electronic mail, Internet mail or instant messaging. E-mail for middle school students will be received in a supervised account for a specific school-related purpose. Students may not access personal Internet e-mail accounts on school equipment.

Privilege 

Use of communications technology at Lutheran South Unity School is indeed a privilege not a right. Therefore access to any of these tools can be limited or ended based on the determination of the school administration. Failure to comply with the Acceptable Use Policy can result in suspension or denial of access to communications technology plus school or legal penalties, if appropriate.

Your Rights

Free Speech

Your right to free speech, as set forth in the Student Handbook, applies also to your communication on The Internet. The Internet is considered a limited forum, similar to the school newspaper, and therefore Unity may restrict your speech for valid educational reasons. Unity will not restrict your speech on the basis of a disagreement with the opinions you are expressing.

Search and Seizure

· You should expect only limited privacy in the contents of your personal files on Unity system. The situation is similar to the rights you have in the privacy of your locker.

· Routine maintenance and monitoring of The Internet may lead to discovery that you have violated this Policy, the student handbook, or the law. 

· An individual search will be conducted if there is reasonable suspicion that you have violated this Policy, the student handbook, or the law. The investigation will be reasonable and related to the suspected violation.

· Your parents have the right at any time to request to see the contents of your computer files.

Acceptable Use

Use of communications technology at Lutheran South Unity School is limited to activity which:

· Supports the educational and spiritual mission of Lutheran South Unity School
· Is in accordance with the policies and procedures of Lutheran South Unity School
Unacceptable Use

Unacceptable uses of these resources will result in the suspension or revoking of these privileges, as well as discipline and/or monetary consequences. Examples of unacceptable uses include (but are not limited to):

· Using our equipment for any illegal activity, including violation of copyright or other contracts.

· Using our equipment for financial or commercial gain.

· Degrading or disrupting equipment or on-line performance

· Vandalizing the data of another user 

· Wastefully using finite resources 

· Gaining unauthorized access to resources or entities 

· Invading the privacy of individuals 

· Using online accounts without authorization or permission 

· Posting (through email) personal communications without the author's consent 

· Posting anonymous messages

· Destruction of computer hardware or software 

· Using online resources for pornographic materials 

· Giving out online account numbers or passwords to unauthorized people. 

· Deleting history files

· Improper Content – Accessing, sharing, sending or production of anything that includes:

· Obscenity – pornographic, crude or lewd images, text or other content

· Sacrilege - blasphemous, pagan, paranormal, psychic or satanic content

· Harassment

· Gossip - false or harmful information about people or institutions

· Hatred - disrespect or degrading of individuals or groups

· Violence - anything that depicts or promotes violent behavior 

· Gambling

· Acts of a criminal nature

· Unauthorized use of copyrighted material

· Chat rooms

Unacceptable Use Consequences

If a student does any of the above, but not limited to, that student will lose computer use privileges. The student will serve a one-day in-school suspension and loss of Internet privileges or access for at least two months. A second infraction will result in a one-day out-of-school suspension and complete loss of Internet access or privileges for the rest of the academic year. Consequences may also include expulsion from school.

If you find inappropriate material

· You will not use The Internet to access material that is profane or obscene (pornography), that advocates illegal acts, or that advocates violence or discrimination towards other people (hate literature). 

· If you mistakenly access inappropriate information, you should immediately turn off the computer monitor (NOT THE COMPUTER) and tell your teacher or another adult authority figure (or disclose this access in the manner specified by your school). This will protect you against a claim that you have intentionally violated this Policy.

· Your parents should instruct you if there is additional material that they think it would be inappropriate for you to access. Unity fully expects that you will follow your parent's instructions in this matter.

Computer Vandalism/Damage Policy

Due to the complexity and high cost of our school's technology, when any student action results in damage to electronic equipment or computer software, all cost incurred for repair or replacement will be the responsibility of the student.

Equipment Damage: If a student damages equipment and service is required to restore or fix the problem, the student will pay for the service call or replacement of the damaged equipment and will be assigned an in-school suspension. A second offense relating to equipment damage will result in the student being required to pay for the service or replacement and a loss of computer privileges for at least two (2) months.

File or Data Damage: If a student is in a file or part of a program where he/she does not belong (i.e. system files, control panels, etc), that student will lose computer use privileges. If getting into these files results in a service call and the technician can directly connect the repairs to the student's actions, the cost of the service call will be incurred by the student, and the student will lose computer privileges for at least two (2) months.

Privacy Disclaimer

Signers of this Acceptable Use Policy recognize that there is no implication of privacy while using any of the communications technology of Lutheran South Unity School. E-mail, file content and usage information are examples of information that the leadership of Lutheran South Unity School can and will monitor.

Filtering Disclaimer

An effort is made to protect faculty, staff and students from accessing or being exposed to inappropriate material. No guarantee is expressed or implied by these efforts and no liability is accepted for accidental exposure to inappropriate content.

Student

Students K – 3 need not sign this form, but parents please indicate your child’s name below.

Name _________________________________________
Grade ______

Name _________________________________________
Grade ______

Students in Grades 4-8 please sign below.

As a student of Lutheran South Unity School, I have read and understand the above Acceptable Use Policy.  I understand that violation of this policy or of its intent may result in denial of access, school disciplinary action, and, possibly, legal action.

Name ________________________ 
Signature ______________________________ Gr _____

Name ________________________ 
Signature ______________________________ Gr _____

Name ________________________ 
Signature ______________________________ Gr _____

Parent
As a parent of a Lutheran South Unity School student, I have read and understand the above Acceptable Use Policy.  I understand that my child’s violation of this policy or of its intent may result in denial of access, school disciplinary action, and, possibly, legal action.  I pledge to support the efforts of Lutheran South Unity School to provide safe and beneficial communications technology to my child and all the students.

Full Name _______________________________________

Signature _______________________________________________ 
Date ___________
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2011 – 2012 Computer Use and Internet Consent Form
Psalm 25:4 Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.

Internet/Computer Consent and Waiver

By signing this consent and waiver, the student and his or her parent(s) or guardian(s) are warned that Lutheran South Unity School does not have total control over the information and materials available over the internet.  While it does provide close supervision and software blocking safeguards, determined efforts can get around even our best efforts.  Other sites accessible via the Internet may contain material that is illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, un-Christian, or potentially offensive to some people.  While it is the intent of Lutheran South Unity School to make Internet access available to further our educational goals and objectives, Internet users will have the possibility to access other materials as well.

Therefore, inappropriate use of the Internet (including but not limited to: accessing the Internet without permission or supervision, searching for or accessing Internet sites that are clearly contrary to God’s Will as laid out in the Ten Commandments, contributing to or engaging in activities of an illegal or immoral nature, etc.) will result in a one-day in-school suspension and loss of Internet privileges or access for at least two months.  A second infraction will result in a one day out-of-school suspension and complete loss of Internet access or privileges for the remainder of the academic year.  Consequences may also include expulsion from school.

Lutheran South Unity School believes that the benefits to educators and students from access to the Internet, in the form of information resources and opportunities for collaboration, far exceed any disadvantages of access.  But ultimately, parent(s) and guardian(s) of a minor are responsible for setting and conveying the standards that their child should follow.  To that end, Lutheran South Unity School supports and respects each family’s right to decide whether or not their child may have access to these resources.

Student

Students K – 3 need not sign this form, but parents please indicate your child’s name below.

Name _______________________
Grade ______
Name __________________
Grade ______

Students in Grades 4-8 please sign below.

As a student of Lutheran South Unity School, I have read and understand the above Acceptable Use Policy.  I understand that violation of this policy or of its intent may result in denial of access, school disciplinary action, and, possibly, legal action.

Name ________________________ 
Signature ______________________________ Gr _____

Name ________________________ 
Signature ______________________________ Gr _____

Name ________________________ 
Signature ______________________________ Gr _____

Parent
As a parent of a Lutheran South Unity School student, I have read and understand the above Acceptable Use Policy.  I understand that my child’s violation of this policy or of its intent may result in denial of access, school disciplinary action, and, possibly, legal action.  I pledge to support the efforts of Lutheran South Unity School to provide safe and beneficial communications technology to my child and all the students.

Signature _______________________________________________ 
Date ___________
